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All that 
troubles isn’t 

asthma
T here are a lot of myths 

attached to asthma. Here’s 
debunking commonly held beliefs 
about this chronic lung disease.

 Faux Pas

Microbiologists suggest, drying 
your face with a towel already used 

twice, exposes you to as much  
E. coli bacteria as you will get if 
you stick your head to the toilet 

and flush it. It is advisable to wash 
it after 2-3 days or times of use.

 Fact File
Gaming improves 
the cognitive 
functions, quick 
thinking skills, 
accuracy, problem-

solving abilities 
and decreases 
the chances of 

anxiety attacks.

 Granny Cures

Mix half a cup of sugar with half a cup of coconut or olive oil. Apply it 
on the affected area and gently scrub in a circular motion. This sugar 

scrub soothes irritation and prevents ingrown hair from forming.

Not washing the towel

The Budget 

Healthcare 
needs

Lack of health care services leads to an increased rate 
of mortality. Here's what budget 2019 should focus 
on to do away with this medical mismanagement..

boost 

T he Union Government 
will declare the 

budget tomorrow for the 
financial year 2019-2020. 
While it will reflect on the 
development milestones 
achieved and missed to help 
pave the wave for a better 
tomorrow, we hope that 
it further accelerates the 
development agenda of the 
country. Talking about the 
health sector, the budgetary 
allocation in 2018-19 was  
Rs 52,800 crore that is 
merely 5 per cent higher 
than the revised estimate of 
Rs 50,079.6 crore, in 2017-18. 
Here are some concerns 
that should be dealt with in 
this budgetary planning:

Primary concerns 

•  India is presently 

in a state of health 

transition. Infectious 

diseases such as TB, 

malaria, dengue, H1N1 

pandemic influenza 

and antimicrobial 

resistance remain  

a continued threat to 

health and economic 

security.

• Chronic 

 non-communicable 

diseases such as 

cardiovascular 

diseases, diabetes, 

and cancer have also 

become the leading 

cause of mortality 

lately.

National Health Policy 
2017 aimed to double the 

government spend - from 
the existing 

1.15 % 
of the GDP to 2.5 % by 

2025. In order to achieve 
this we want that the 

health budget should at 
least increase by 20-30% 

year on year,” 

suggests Himanshu Sikka, 
Chief strategy and 

diversification officer 
at IPE Global Limited.

Further talking about 
his preferences, he 
proposed that this 

budget should present 
the roadmap  

to achieve the  
above-mentioned 

target.

• Special incentives 
and tax breaks 

should be provided on 
digital innovations to 
increase healthcare 

effectiveness and 
reach.

•  Considering  premature mortality, the government should aim to support  
a mega behaviour change communication plan for risk  behaviour  
modification with respect to common non-communicable diseases.

• This should address 
smoking, alcohol 
consumption, obesity, 
excessive salt and sugar in 
diets, and lack of exercises. 
Adequate budgetary 
allocations should also be 
made for same.

• it should also include 
adequate provisions 
for upgrading all PHCs 
next year as fully 
functional health 
and wellness centres, 
with connectivity for 
telemedicine.
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 Don’t confuse seasonal breathlessness or nose congestion which is an allergic 
bronchitis as asthma.

Always consult a chest and TB 
specialist to treat asthma. General 

Physicians often label any bronchial 
problem as asthma.

One needs to be properly diagnosed and go through 
pulmonary function test, oscillation to identify 

factors or stimulus that triggers your breathlessness. 
Everyone has different triggering factors. 

In the treatment of asthma people give steroids. But it shouldn’t 
be taken without consultation. People start taking the same 

medicines on their own which have long term side effects.

You can prevent asthma attacks by using 
maintenance inhalers daily or regularly, 

avoiding triggers and going for yearly 
flu vaccinations

Childhood asthma can be cured. As the 
child grows he develops stronger 

immunity and can recover completely.

Once a person is labeled with this 
disorder they continue taking the 

medicines. Keep consulting the doctor 
every three months.

Take 

maintenance 

inhalers regularly to 

prevent flare ups. Do not 

confuse it with rescue inhalers 

that open the windpipe when 

one is breathless. Consult 

your doctor for more 

insight.
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